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Together we make a difference Friday 28th March 2025

Hi eveydne,

Our Community Beach Excursion was a huge success! The weather was perfect, as was the
location, and our students, staff and families all enjoyed a super fun day. Thank you to all
staff for your support for this event-l know you all had a great time interacting with each
other and our students. Thank you also to all of the parents and grandparents who came
along; | hear there might be big plans for Beach Day 2026! But the biggest thank you is for
our students. Everyone exhibited our school values of Responsibility, Respect and Resilience
whilst having ‘an awesome day’ and the excellent behaviour of our school was
commented on by more than one person.

| would also like to thank Xavier and Ellie, our lifeguards, for ensuring we could all enjoy
paddling and splashing safely as well as supporting the pier walk and beach volleyball.

Finally, we must acknowledge the sponsorship of Optus for this event. Whilst this was a school
-initiated event, the financial support of Optus enabled this to be free for all families. They
also provided us with a team (Gary, Zuleika and Gabriel) who brought along a variety of
fruit, snacks, drinks and the very popular icy-poles.

Please enjoy the photos below and if you haven't already, check out the wonderful video
on Facebook.

Working Bee

A reminder that we have a working bee this Sunday 30t March from 9-12. Thank you to the
Building and Grounds committee led by Brendan and Beck, for your passion and time. |
encourage families to fry to manage even a small amount of time to help us in the garden
and also to prepare the Performing Arts space.

School Council

On Tuesday we held our Annual General Meeting (AGM) where | presented the Annual
Report. This was followed by the first meeting of the 2025 school council. | would like to
acknowledge the outgoing council for you time and support.

Frank Packer Julian Hill
Brendan Lawrence Jen Sykes
Erin Macfarlane Mollie Keating

Martin Duriska Anni Smart



There are still some vacancies on our new school council but we welcome Kelly Jacob,
Jodie Benedick and Frank Packer as our newly elected representatives. Please come and
see me if you would like to join us as we work together to ensure that our students are
‘winning’.

End of term
Our last day of term will be Friday 4 April with a 2.30pm finish. We will be having our final
assembly along with the drawing of the Easter raffle and our very fancy Easter Hat Parade.

Thank you for a great term everyone. Have a safe and happy holiday break and we will
see you back for Term 2 on Tuesday 22nd April.

Have a ghreal, week,
Sugan

Susan Vissenjoux
Acting Principal
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it’s been a wonderful term of learning in Auslan. We began by learning about the new Deaf flag and how
it represents and unifies the Deaf and hard of hearing community around the world. The Deaf flag was
designed by French artist, Arnaud Balard. The colour turquoise is recognised as the colour associated
with the Deaf community; yellow represents the influence and promotion of signing; and the dark blue is
reminiscent of the UN’s colour palette and represents Deafhood and Humanity. The direction of the
hand depicted on the flag captures the fluidity and grace of sign language.
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We have also been reviewing some of what was learned last year, during the first year of Auslan at Ferny
Creek PS, including basic greetings, names, numbers to ten, and family words such as family, people,
mother/mum, father/dad, brother, sister, grandmother, grandfather, auntie and uncle.




Ferny Creek Primary School’s Fifteenth Annual

T FANCY HAT
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JUNIOR & JENIOR HAT
PRIZES UP FOR GRABS

Recycled Materials
Natural Environment
Easter Themed

Most Creative

Watch out for raffle tickets & extra details coming home in schoolbags sooh.
Extra tickets will be available at the office.
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Foundation/Grade 1
Lucas S: For demonstrating resilience when he broke his and then back in the classroom.
Tess N: For being a great listener and independent worker.

Madeline B: For her hard work in Maths when recording the expanded notation of 3-digit
numbers! Well done!

Louis A: For your wonderful recount about how Gary the Pigeon travelled home. Keep up
the great work!

Grade 3/4E

Patrick D: For your enthusiastic response to our beach writing recount. | loved reading the
interesting details of your trip to the beach.

Sophie Y: For consistently showing the school values of respect, responsibility and resilience.
You are a great role model, keep up the great work!

Luca M: For demonstrating a wonderful growth mind set during our Maths sessions.
Emme M: For consistently displaying our school values “Respect” and “Responsibility”. You
are a wonderful role model, Emmel!

Grade 5/6A

Winter H: For being such a well-manner member of 5/6A. You always hold doors open for
people, say thank-you, and you are extremely polite. Keep up the great work Winter! (As
voted by his peers)

Iris P: For being such a supportive member of 5/6A. You are a great friend to all Iris, you
listen attentively, and you are always willing to help others. Keep up the great work Iris! (As
voted by her peers)

Grade 5/6B

Will L: For producing some wonderful writing in his Writer's Notebook and taking his writing
to the ‘next level' — keep it up Willl

Juliet A: For getting fully involved at the recent 5/6 Surf Camp and being willing to give
everything a go- | hope you had a great time.
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LEAD THE GAME
ACADEMY

Empowering Kids Through Basketball

Looking for a fun, affordable and engaging way for your child to build confidence, develop
leadership skills and improve their basketball abilities? Lead The Game Academy is the
perfect place! We offer engaging classes for kids aged 5-8 and 9-12, starting at just 510!

Our sessions focus on:
e Leadership and confidence building
¢ Fundamental basketball skills
¢ Teamwork and game strategies
Inclusive and supportive coaching

Where: Kent Park Primary School
When: Every Friday and Sunday, starting from Friday 2nd May (First week of Term 2)
Cost: For just $10, you can try us and make sure we're the right fit for your child!

Give your child the opportunity to grow and lead both on and off the court in a supportive
and structured environment.

For more infarmation and to book your child’s first session, visit us at:
leadthegameacademy.com.au or email cameron@Ileadthegameacademy.com.au

We can’t wait to see you on the court!



Monbu“‘ C°“ege Tuesday st April Book on our website
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Wednesday 2nd April

open week S A i Call us during school hours

Thursday 3rd April | (03)9751 9000

School Tours for 2025 |\ monsuLK

COLLEGE

Principal Tours are also available year round on our website.

DANDENONG RANGES RSL SUB BRANCH INC.
NEVER FORGET

ANZAC DAY
APRIL 25, 2025

Dawn Service March & Service

06:30 AM 10:30 AM
Ferny Creek Memorial Sassafras Village Green
Cnr Sherbrooke Rd & Mount
Dandenong Tourist Road Sub-Branch open following
service for BBQ and Drinks
Gunfire Breakfast follows service
at Ferny Creek Scouts Hall
Gold Coin Donation appreciated




Anglicare
Victoria

ONLINE INFO SESSIONS

Thursday 3 April
7.00 - 8.00pm

Wednesday 16 April
6.00 - 7.00pm

Register to Attend
1300 889 335

BECOME A
FOSTER
2 CARER

Be the reason their
story shines brighter!
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Amateur Photography
Competition

The winner will be voted by the public from the top 10 entries in each age group
at the Kalorama Chestnut Festival, Kalorama Reserve on Sunday, 4th May.

Please bring your photos to our Olinda or Tecoma Offices by Friday 25th April.
entry is Gold Coin Donation
Proceeds are donated to Mt Dandenong Preschool
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VOLUNTARY FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

Pride in History Caring for our Future

( I z I I K School Road, Ferny Creek 3786
Phone - 9755 1522 Mobile - 0400 641 774

T Email - ferny.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au
p rl I I la rysc OO www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au

PARENT PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS 2025

Dear parent/guardian,

Ferny Creek PS is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like to
advise you of Ferny Creek PS voluntary financial contributions for 2025.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum and we
want to assure you that all financial contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing financial
support from our families ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and
resources for our students. This has made a huge difference to our school and the programs we can
offer.

Our school financial contributions have allowed us to support the iPad and Chrome Book program,
provide additional literacy and numeracy resources, art, physical education, STEM and music
equipment resources. Without the addition of financial contributions from families the additional
resources for these programs for the benefit of the students, would be very much restricted.

Please find attached Ferny Creek Primary School’s financial contribution schedule for 2025, which
includes an overview of what your contributions will help us provide. Please note - there will be no
individual book packs provided to students in 2025. All necessary consumable items will be supplied
directly to classrooms in bulk and distributed to students as required.

For students in grade 3 to 6 it is expected they will continue to use the contents of their pencil cases
from last year.

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page
overview attached.

Yours sincerely,

Anni Smart Frank Packer

Principal School Council President


mailto:ferny.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.ferny/

Pride in History Caring for our Future

FERNY
CREEK

primaryschool

STUDENT NAME

School Road, Ferny Creek 3786
Phone - 9755 1522 Mobile - 0400 641 774
Email - ferny.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au

GRADE F-6

Classroom consumables, materials & Equipment

e ART - paint, crayons, canvas, glitter, coloured paper, card, clay, materials
e STEM - ingredients, books. shared classroom materials
e MATHS - numeracy blocks. calculators. textbooks. stationary, math's resource

equipment

e LITERACY - Class sets. novels, readers, book boxes $ 100.00

e CLASSROOM - pens, pencils, textas, glue sticks, writing, graph and scrap books,
highlighters, post it notes, folders, display books, scissors, rulers. Book bags

e SPORTS - equipment, affiliations
e LOTE - Auslan workbook

Online subscriptions including:

e Mathletics, Firefly Maths Trek, PAT Maths, Think Mental

e Literacy Pro, Essential Assessment, Seesaw, Decodable Readers $ 90.00
| Printing & photocopying of worksheets and learning materials $15.00
r ICT Devices — provision of devices for the shared classroom sets $15.00
|
| SUB TOTAL $220.00

Library fund.

supports student learning across the school.

Chromebook Lease/ Purchase Co-contribution

School grounds maintenance and improvements. Suggested $ 80.00 per family S

A tax-deductible contribution to support the purchasing of learning resources ¢.g., book | $
purchases, improving technology resources- iPads, Chromebooks and other equipment that

YEAR 3-6 ONLY $75.00

“Together We Make a Difference!” Respect, Responsibility, Resilience


mailto:ferny.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.ferny/

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Ferny Creek PS offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the
Curriculum, These are provided on a user-pays basis.

No Payment is required for these activities at this time. Permission forms and payment requests will
be sent out to families throughout 2025.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Optional school camp for Years 3 to 6 {No camps for 2024)

Optional Interschool Sports program,

Other optional incursions and excursions to be scheduled

Optional Swimming progrom
Financial Support for Families
Ferny Creek PS understonds that some famllies may experience finonciol difficulty ond offers a ronge of support
options, including:

¢ the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund to eligible Health Care Card holders
¢ Individual Payment Plans
e State School relief

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment
arrangements, contact: Jill Heathcote, Business Manager Ph: 03 9755 1522] Email:
ferny.creek ps@education.vic.gov.au

Payment methods

e Cash
e EFTPOS
e Direct Deposit to the school’s bank account. CBA 063 414 A/C No 1002 2451
e Credit card
| authorise $ to be charged to my Visa/Mastercard.

Details as follows:

Name on Card;

Card No: / / / Exp date: /
Signature

REFUNDS

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case
basis. Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into
consideration whether g cost hos been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and
Guidonce, Financial Help for Families Policy and any other relevant information.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

FREE INSTRUCTION

®  Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access
to all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the standard
curriculum requirements in Victorian Curriculum F-10, VCE and VCAL.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items
voluntary financial Contributions and Activities
contributions for Voluntary financial Items and activities that
curriculum items and contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
activities which the school  curriculum items and schooling experience of
deems necessary for activities that relate to the  students and are above
students to learn the school’s functions and and beyond what the
Curriculum. objectives. school provides for free to

deliver the Curriculum,
These are provided on a
user-pays basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and
own (e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

¢ Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot
pay for items or activities so that their childd doesn’t miss out.

¢ Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

e  Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements
and publish all requests and communications for each year level on their scheol
website for transparency.




SUNSMART REMINDER

Just a reminder that all students and staff are expected to wear a named broad brimmed
hat during any outside activities from the beginning of Term Four until the end of April.

Teachers will be reminding students that without an approved hat they will be directed to
remain in the undercover basketball court area.

Ferny Creek Primary School encourages all staff and students to apply SPF50 or SPF50+
broad spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen daily whenever UV levels reach 3 and above.
Sunscreen should be applied before going outdoors and reapplied every two hours.

Students and staff are encouraged to bring their own SPF50 or SPF50+ broad spectrum,
water-resistant sunscreen to school.

Whatever the weather, use the 5§ SunSmart steps to protect your skin and eyes.
Check the SunSmagt‘app each day to see the times you need to use sun protection.

s

0

State
u GCovernenent

SunSmart is a Cancer
Council Victoria program
supported by VicHealth.




UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory at Ferny Creek Primary School. All our uniform
pieces can be purchased on site, from our uniform shop on Monday from 8.50am — 9.30am.

. Broad brim Bucket hat
Grades F-2 Grades 3-6

FERNY CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL UNIFORM ORDER FORM

Student Name: Phone No: Class: _____
Date Ordered: Date Paid: Date Collected:
Uniform Shop Item Size Range Prices Size | Quantity Sub
Total
TOPS
Polo T-Shirt Short Sleeve 4,6,8,10,12,14,16 |  $20.00
Polo T-shirt Short Sleeve Adult s, M, L $25.00
JUMPERS
Polar Fleece Full Zip 6,8,10,12,14,16 $40.00
Polar Fleece Full Zip - Adult S, M, L $43.00
Polar Fleece Black Vest 6,8,10,12,14 $34.00
PANTS
Mesh Shorts 6,8,10,12,14,16 514.00
JACKETS
Waterproof Jacket - Fleece Lined 6,8,10,12 $37.00 .
ACCESSORIES Uniform shop
Brimmed Hats ( Prep—6) 5 M,L $10.00
Bucket Hats _(Grades 36) M, LXC 51000 orders can also
Girls Winter Pinafore 63,10 $52.00
s | sso00 be placed at
School Bags $45.00 .
ToTAL the office.

The uniform shop is open on Monday from 8.50am —9.30am.
Please note Uniform shop orders can also be placed at the office.

Please clearly label all clothing items including shoes.




CURRICULUM DAYS

The last day of Term 1 is v It is very important the school has your
Friday 4t April. o most current emergency contact

telephone details, home and e-mail
School finishes at 2.30pm. address.

If you change telephone details or home
COMMUNICATION e-mail address at any point, we ask that
you update the school with your
Ferny Creek Primary School recognises accurate contact details as soon as
the importance of the partnership possible.

between schools and families to support
student learning, engagement and

: STUDENT SUPERVISION
wellbeing.

Your child's teacher will offer you a Please note that our school grounds are
range of opportunities to communicate supervised by school staff af the
with them including: following fimes:

v' Compass v' Before school from 8.45am

v Email v Throughout recess and lunch

v Formal meetings v' After school from 3.30pm to

v Before/After school chats 3.45pm
If you do not have Compass please The school grounds are not supervised
contact our school Office and find out oufside the above fimes.
how you can obtain the app. Compass While some families use the front
will be used several times each week, so playground as a meeting place, please
we want everyone to have access. know children must be supervised by an

adult outside of these times.
FACEBOOK

Please like our Facebook page. This will
be used by the school to inform families
and the public of events and updates at
the school. Feedback and discussion
with parents/carers are welcome, but
the school will not use Facebook for this
purpose.

Please contact the school directly if you
wish to discuss matters, as per our
communication process. Only this
Facebook page is endorsed by the
Principal. Any other Facebook pages are
not officially authorised representatives
of the school.



MORE IMPORTANT DETAILS

OUT OF HOURS CARE LUNCH ORDERS

T) TheirCa

TheirCare provides adventurous and
stimulating Before & After School Care
Programs in a safe environment for all
children. During sessions children
develop life skills, friendships, confidence
and creativity through play.

Ferny Creek Primary School has
partnewed with TheirCare to provide this
service to your school whick includes
quality care, booking flexibility, amazing
programming for your children and
commitment to deliver on our promise to
your school community.

Operation Times:

Before School 7am-8.45am

After School 3.30pm-6.00pm
Service Phone Number:

0419 958 268

How fo Enrol:

Visit TheirCare welbsite
www.theircare.com.gu

And click ‘Book Now' in the top right-
hand corner to register your child’s
details.

All families are strongly encourage to
register their child/ren for TheirCare as it is
free to enrol and while you are under no
obligation to use this service it does
provide support for you in the event of
an emergency. Plus, our students love
attending this service! For further
information about this program please
contact TheirCare directly.

Lunch orders are available each
Wednesday. There is an ordering system
via the QKR app and orders must be
placed by 8pm each Tuesday for
Wednesdays lunch.

Late orders cannot be accepted.

BLACKSMITH

Approved helmets have the Australian
Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS) 2063) and
will be marked as suitable for cycling.

Children under the age of 12 may ride
on footpaths as can a supervising adult.
They are required to give way to
pedestrians and to wheel their bicycles
over pedestrian and children’s crossings.

Bikes/scooters can be stored in our bike
shed during school hours.

Also, by law everyone must wear a seat
belt when travelling in a car in Australia.

For Term 1 and Term 4 we wear our
named broadbrimmed hat at all fimes
when outside.



http://www.theircare.com.au/
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS HOW TO APPLY
FUND (CSEF) New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from

School ovide child ith inspiri i inth t
c camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the grea the website below.

outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last
All are a part of a healthy curriculum. year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year unless there has been a change in
your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application form if

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting

activities. ]
any of the following changes have occurred:
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary e new student enrolments; your child has
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration started or changed schools this year.
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The e changed family circumstances; such as
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to a change of custody, change of name,
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.
The annual CSEF amount per student is: Check with the school office if you are unsure.

e $150 for primary school students

e $250 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

ORIA

State
Government


https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

PROTECT

Everyone has the right to be safe
and be protected from abuse.

No one should behave in a way that
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,
including anyone in your family,
anyone at school or anywhere else
in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.

It's everyone's responsibility.

Adults at school must listen and
respond to concerns about
child abuse.

If you suspect abuse of any child
or young person, you have a
responsibility to report it,

even if you are not sure.

Further information & resources
www.education.vic.gov.au/protect

EDUCATION ORIA | Sivesnis g
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Term 1 2025

Keep this handy calendar on your fridge for upcoming events at school.
Check Compass, visit our website hitp://www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au/
or follow our Facebook page as this calendar is subject to changes.

Wednesday | Thursday

03 04 05 06 07
Foundation First Assembly
Day
10 11 12 13 14
O
2
o 17 18 19 20 21
@ District Meet the teacher € LOUR Assembly
U swimming conversations RUN
Belgrave
24 25 26 27 28
G3/4 Camp G3/4 Camp Working Bee 11.30 Assembly
returns Billy Cart
Derby _-é(ﬁ
03 ¥ 04 05 06 07
Autumn Foliage Student Free Day Assembly
Fiesta free dress
day
10 11 12 gcs/6camp 13 14
PUBLIC HOLIDAY Division G5/6 Camp
Swimming returns
Croydon
Naplan Naplan Naplan Naplan
17 18 19 20 21
Free Dress for Regional
Harmony Day Swimming
Ringwood
Naplan Naplan Naplan Naplan Naplan
24 25 26 27 & 28
Book Club Whole 1 Working Bee this
orders close School Excursion Sunday
to Mordialloc A
Naplan Beach Q’{ /
— 3 01 02 03 04 o3
= Easter Hat L
Q Parade
< Last day of Term
2.30pm dismissal

9755 1522

ferny.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au



http://www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au/

Term 2 2025

Keep this handy calendar on your fridge for upcoming events at school. Check
Compass, Vvisit our website http://www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au/ or follow our
Facebook page as this calendar is subject to changes.

Wednesday | Thursday

21 22 23 24 25
Easter Monday First Day of Ferny Creek ANZAC Day
. PUBLIC HOLIDAY Term 2 Primary School PUBLIC HOLIDAY
— Anzac Ceremony
< 28 29 30 01 02
05 06 07 08 s 09
Whole School Book Fair -
Event — “Being %
Brave”
12 13 14 15 16
Last day of Student Free Day
Book Fair
19 20 2] 22 23
District Cross
Country
26 27 28 29 30
02 03 04 05 06
Division Cross School Photos
Country
09 10 11 12 13
Kings Birthday Student Free Day Region Cross
() PUBLIC HOLIDAY Country
c
2 16 17 18 19 20
23 24 25 26 27 LT
Working Bee

Sunday 29t June

l 30 01 02 03 04
Last Day of Term
2.30pm Dismissall
o
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