
 

  

Hi everyone, 
School Leaders 
We are thrilled to announce our student leaders for 2025. 

School Captains: Edie W and Michael O School Vice Captains: Emme P and Braxton H 

Yarra House Captain: Asher E Yarra House Vice Captain: Fletcher M 

Barrak House Captain: Neko S Barrak House Vice Captain: Eliza P 

Merri House Captain: Duncan H Merri House Vice Captain: Penny A 

Arunta House Captain: Matilda J Arunta House Vice Captain: Iris P 

IT and Sound Crew: Eliza P, Matilda J, Jarrah L and Evan P 

Daniela di Martino, our local member of parliament attended our very special assembly today to 

officially present the leaders with their badges.  
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Community Events 
We had a wonderful Colour Run and family picnic last Thursday. Thank you to all families who 

supported us and helped to make this such a fun day for all. Not only is a Colour Run a fun way for 

us all to come together, it is also an important fundraising event and we will ensure that our 

students benefit from these additional funds. 

I am also looking forward to my first Billy Cart Derby today. Please join us to cheer on all of our 

drivers. And may I please welcome the Optus team as one of our major sponsors. 

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate our parent group who work so enthusiastically to 

enable these events to happen. We are lucky to have you.  I also want to thank all of the FCPS staff 

for your time and efforts to support these highly valued events. 

School Council 
Our School Council election process for 2025 is now officially open. Important information regarding 

the process and nomination forms is now available at the school office and has been posted on 

Compass. I encourage all parents to consider joining us as we work together to shape the future of 

our school. 

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that 

are given powers to set the broad direction of a school, in accordance with Ministerial Order 1280 

Constitution of Government School Councils, and the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. In 

doing this, a school council may directly influence the quality of education for students. 

Why is parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills and a range of 

experiences and knowledge that can help inform and shape the direction of the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may 

also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

Camps 
It has been a very big week for our year 3/4 students and their families because it is Camp Week! 

Students headed off on Monday morning to Toolangi and for many this was a first camp 

experience or even the first night away from family. You can see from the photos below that a 

great time was had by all. Thank you, students, for demonstrating your very best responsible 

behaviour and giving everything a go, and a giant thank you to all the staff and parents who gave 

up their time to support this very important experience. 

Our year 5/6 students will be heading off to Lorne for their Surf Camp after the long weekend. Once 

again, this can only happen with the support of our parents and staff who give up their time so I 

would like to thank you in advance. This is a very popular camp with our staff and I’m sure that our 

students will enjoy the challenge of learning to surf. 

Meet the Teacher 
I wanted to extend my thanks to all the families that attended the Meet Your Teacher 

conversations last week. Your input and willingness to engage with your child’s teacher illustrates 

your commitment to support your child and I hope that this discussion enabled you to 

communicate the priorities that you have for your child for the year ahead. This information will be 

of great support to the teacher, especially with their communication to you.  

Financial Contributions 
I would also like to acknowledge the incredible support of our FCPS families through your financial 

contributions, as part of your annual payments. We are very lucky that the government funds lots of 

great things for our kids but know that your contributions enable us to run this school to its fullest 

capacity, including your support to resource our Library, beautiful grounds and playgrounds, 

Literacy and Numeracy Resources and our technology, which helps to engage our students. 

Playground update 
We are very excited about a much needed addition to our front playground. Thanks to parent and 

community support, we are expecting a brand new cubby house to be installed next week. This has 

been a parent driven project and I am looking forward to sharing photos of our students exploring 

this new play area. 

Some families are aware that there has been some conversation regarding some additional nature 

play opportunities including climbing trees and hut building. This is being actively explored by some 

of our staff and students however there will need be an extended process which includes explicitly 

teaching students about ‘safe enough’ areas before this can occur. 

Important dates 
There is a student free day on Thursday March 6th. Staff will be engaging in valuable professional 

learning around assessment and reporting. A reminder that Monday 10th March is a public holiday, 

and the school will be closed. NAPLAN testing begins on Wednesday 12th March for all year 3 and 5 

students, with the first test being writing. Please refer to the calendar on the final page of this 

communication as well as the Compass calendar to stay informed about all important dates. 

 

Have a great week, 
Susan 
Susan Vissenjoux 

Acting Principal 

 



 

 

 

Snapshots from STEM 

We’ve hit the ground running in STEM for 2025, with students putting their engineering skills to the test, creating 

pompom launchers and taking part in an exciting tower-building challenge using index cards! In addition to hands-on 

STEM activities, students in Grades 2-6 have been diving into Biological Sciences, exploring food chains, animal 

lifecycles, and adaptations living things make to survive and thrive in their environments. Can you spot the HIDDEN 

butterflies in some of the images below? Meanwhile, Foundation and Grade 1 students have been on the hunt for 

living things around the school grounds and building habitats for animals using Lego.  

Over the last two weeks, students across the school had the incredible opportunity to observe the changes that occur 

with a chrysalis as it moved through the magical journey of metamorphosis! This resulted in many discussions and 

deeper understanding of life cycles and the wonders of nature. 

Finally, we are continuing our container recycling this year, with each classroom having a box in which to place 

suitable containers for 10 cent refunds. Money raised will go towards buying consumables for the 3D printer, such as 

filament and lubricant. Please feel free to drop off any suitable containers. 😊 

 

 

        

                 

          

     

SHARING OUR       OF LEARNING 



 

 

 

  

SHARING OUR       OF LEARNING 



 

  
Colour Run 



  
 

Grade 3/4 Camp to Toolangi 



  

Foundation/Grade 1 

Billy D: For making great choices to learn and for challenging himself with 

extension tasks! 

Eloise D: For showing our school values every day. Respectful listening, 

Responsible learning, and Resilience each morning! 

 

Grade 2S 

Luciana E: For the wonderful detail you have included in your recounts. Keep 

up the fantastic work! 

Benji J: For showing resilience and taking on feedback during writing. It was 

fantastic to see you challenging yourself to use more descriptive language. 

 

Grade 3/4E & Grade 3/4K 

Congratulations to 3/4KH and 3/4E students, who showed a growth mindset 

when faced with new challenges on camp! Well done campers! 

 

Grade 5/6A 

Vincent A: For the problem-solving skills you demonstrated while working on 

the Prime and Composite Number - Strategies and Skills Card.  It was a 

complex problem that required the application of numerous mathematical 

concepts.  Great work Vincent! 

Asher E: For the great work you have been doing in your Writers 

Notebook.  Your latest response – Monkey’s From The Moon – was a 

wonderful fusion of art and writing and demonstrated just how creative you 

are.  Keep up the great work Asher! 

 

Grade 5/6B 

Fletcher G: For making an enthusiastic start to the year – keep it up Fletcher! 

Mahalia S: For settling beautifully into grade 6 and being a great role model 

to others with her behaviour and attitude. 

 of the Week 
Star 
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SUNSMART REMINDER 
Just a reminder that all students and staff are expected to wear a named broad brimmed 

hat during any outside activities from the beginning of Term Four until the end of April. 

Teachers will be reminding students that without an approved hat they will be directed to 

remain in the undercover basketball court area. 

Ferny Creek Primary School encourages all staff and students to apply SPF50 or SPF50+ 

broad spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen daily whenever UV levels reach 3 and above. 

Sunscreen should be applied before going outdoors and reapplied every two hours. 

Students and staff are encouraged to bring their own SPF50 or SPF50+ broad spectrum, 

water-resistant sunscreen to school. 



 

  

UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 

Please clearly label all clothing items including shoes. 

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory at Ferny Creek Primary School. All our uniform 

pieces can be purchased on site, from our uniform shop on Monday from 8.50am – 9.30am. 

Broad brim 

Grades F-2 

Bucket hat 

Grades 3-6 

Uniform shop 

orders can also 

be placed at 

the office. 



 

  

IMPORTANT DETAILS 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

COMMUNICATION 

FACEBOOK 

CONTACT DETAILS 

STUDENT SUPERVISION 

The student free day  

for Term 1 is 6th March. 

The last day of Term 1 is 

4th April. School finishes at 2.30pm. 

Ferny Creek Primary School recognises 

the importance of the partnership 

between schools and families to support 

student learning, engagement and 

wellbeing. 

Your child’s teacher will offer you a 

range of opportunities to communicate 

with them including: 

✓ Compass 

✓ Email 

✓ Formal meetings 

✓ Before/After school chats 

If you do not have Compass please 

contact our school Office and find out 

how you can obtain the app. Compass 

will be used several times each week, so 

we want everyone to have access. 

 

Please like our Facebook page. This will 

be used by the school to inform families 

and the public of events and updates at 

the school. Feedback and discussion 

with parents/carers are welcome, but 

the school will not use Facebook for this 

purpose. 

Please contact the school directly if you 

wish to discuss matters, as per our 

communication process. Only this 

Facebook page is endorsed by the 

Principal. Any other Facebook pages are 

not officially authorised representatives 

of the school. 

It is very important the school has your 

most current emergency contact 

telephone details, home and e-mail 

address. 

If you change telephone details or home 

e-mail address at any point, we ask that 

you update the school with your 

accurate contact details as soon as 

possible. 

Please note that our school grounds are 

supervised by school staff at the 

following times: 

✓ Before school from 8.45am 

✓ Throughout recess and lunch 

✓ After school from 3.30pm to 

3.45pm 

The school grounds are not supervised 

outside the above times. 

While some families use the front 

playground as a meeting place, please 

know children must be supervised by an 

adult outside of these times.  



 

  

MORE IMPORTANT DETAILS 

OUT OF HOURS CARE 

TheirCare provides adventurous and 

stimulating Before & After School Care 

Programs  in a safe environment for all 

children. During sessions children 

develop life skills, friendships, confidence 

and creativity through play. 

Ferny Creek Primary School has 

partnewed with TheirCare to provide this 

service to your school whick includes 

quality care, booking flexibility, amazing 

programming for your children and 

commitment to deliver on our promise to 

your school community. 

Operation Times: 

Before School 7am-8.45am 

After School  3.30pm-6.00pm 

Service Phone Number: 

0419 958 268 

How to Enrol: 

Visit TheirCare website 

www.theircare.com.au 

And click ‘Book Now’ in the top right-

hand corner to register your child’s 

details. 

All families are strongly encourage to 

register their child/ren for TheirCare as it is 

free to enrol and while you are under no 

obligation to use this service it does 

provide support for you in the event of 

an emergency. Plus, our students love 

attending this service! For further 

information about this program please 

contact TheirCare directly. 

LUNCH ORDERS 

Lunch orders are available each 

Wednesday. There is an ordering system 

via the QKR app and orders must be 

placed by 8pm each Tuesday for 

Wednesdays lunch. 

Late orders cannot be accepted. 

 

STUDENT SUPERVISION 

All bike and scooter riders are required 

to wear a bike helmet in Victoria. 

Approved helmets have the Australian 

Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS) 2063) and 

will be marked as suitable for cycling. 

Children under the age of 12 may ride 

on footpaths as can a supervising adult. 

They are required to give way to 

pedestrians and to wheel their bicycles 

over pedestrian and children’s crossings. 

Bikes/scooters can be stored in our bike 

shed during school hours. 

Also, by law everyone must wear a seat 

belt when travelling in a car in Australia. 

SUNSMART 

For Term 1 and Term 4 we wear our 

named broadbrimmed hat at all times 

when outside. 

http://www.theircare.com.au/


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  
All are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $150 for primary school students 

• $250 for secondary school students 

 
 

  

 
 

  
MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about CSEF visit: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
the website below.  

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last 
year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year unless there has been a change in 
your family circumstances. 
You only need to complete an application form if 
any of the following changes have occurred: 

• new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances; such as 
a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


  



  

Term 1 2025 
Keep this handy calendar on your fridge for upcoming events at school. 

Check Compass, visit our website http://www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au/ 

or follow our Facebook page as this calendar is subject to changes. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

03 
Foundation First 

Day 

04 05 06 07 
Assembly 

10 11 12 13 14 

17 
District 

Swimming 

Belgrave 

18 19 
Meet the teacher 

conversations 

20 
COLOUR 
RUN 

21 
Assembly 

24 
G3/4 Camp 

25 26  

G3/4 Camp 

returns 

27  

Working Bee 
28 
11.30 Assembly 

Billy Cart 

Derby 

03           
Autumn Foliage 

Fiesta free dress 

day 

04 05 06 
Student Free Day 

07 
Assembly 

10 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

11 
 

 

 

Naplan 

12 G5/6 Camp 
Division 

Swimming 

Croydon 

Naplan 

13 
 

 

 

Naplan 

14 
G5/6 Camp 

returns 

 

Naplan 
17 
 

 

 

Naplan 

18 
 

 

 

Naplan 

19 
Free Dress for 

Harmony Day 

 

Naplan 

20 

 

 

 

Naplan 

21 

Regional 

Swimming 

Ringwood 

Naplan 
24 
Book Club 

orders close 

 

Naplan 

25 

 

26 27 
Whole 

School Excursion 

to Mordialloc 

Beach  

28 
Working Bee this 

Sunday 

31 01 02 03 04 
Easter Hat 

Parade 

Last day of Term 

2.30pm dismissal 
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9755 1522 
ferny.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
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